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.D BAR 87 11, 6 
AM greatly chilies to * for your kind 
Favour by the Shrewsbury. You are too 
partial to me for what little Notices I have ſent 
you, from Time to Time, of what hath occur- 
red to ma from reading your ingenious Papers. 
I have lately read, more than once, with 
2 Pleaſure and Attention, your entertaining 
Preface io the Code of Gentoo Laws. I muſt 
own to you, however, that I was a little diſap- 
pointed in my Expectations from reading the 
Title Page. For I found it was not a Tranſ- 
lation of a ſingle Treatiſe; but what your Pun- 
dits, you ſay *, had picked up, Sentence by Sen- 
tence, from ſeveral Authors, and wane Names 
you have there given *, * 


A Letter by the Shrewsbary Eaft India-Mak, dated Cal- 
cutta, 12 December 1776. | 

d Page 10. 

© Page 24. 
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is in good part a Fiction, yet when Ptolemy 


31 
But the Laws of Numa, Solon, and Lycur- 


gus, as well as thoſe of the XII. Tables, as far 
as we can know of them, were all reduced into 
one Body, and were properly a Code for the Uſe 


of thoſe for whom they were deſigned. 


Though the Story of the LXXIT Interpreters 


was making a Collection of Books from all 


Parts, the Code of the. Hebrew Lawgiver could 


bardly, eſcape: his Notice But where could he 
ſend ſo properly for an, authentio Copy of it as 
to the. High. Prieſt at Jeruſalem?! But this, 
again, Was. one Roll, or Bock, not picked out 
of ſeveral, Sentence i Sentence, by the High 
Prieſt and his Leyites there. Diodorus Sicu- 
lus,* likewiſe ſays that the Jewiſh Lawgiver re- 
ceived his, Laws from the God IAO, for fo, it 
ſcems,., _ mee wy: was: at that Time pro- 
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a | Joſeph, — Lib. XII. Cap. 3910 3:2 : 

e Pap. 84. : 

So the Word is wrote on the Baſilidian Gems publiſhed 
by Macarius. $0 likewiſe in an Oracle of the Clarian Apolle 


cited by Macrobius. 


. ? * Yeats 
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13 
In ancient Times, Laws were but few, and 
delivered in ſhort definitive Sentences :. After- 
wards, Commerce and the Knavery of thoſe 


that ſtudied Evaſions, made a Multiplicity of 
Laws neceſſary. Theſe Gentoo Laws, therefore, 
muſt have grown up to-this Bulk in-time, and, 
therefore, are not all of equal Antiquity. 
Beſides, a Multiplicity of Laws always argues 
great Corruption in a State. And many of theſe 


Gentoo Laws give plain Indications of very great 


Corruption. For they are levelled at 
which could only become general by Degrees. 


For which Reaſon it was oa, by rel | 


og Toy ra * Ne 160 142 
ef 8 T Adv, Als by E:xg05 #8041016 
HiAoy du Ott. Milomugs NS IAQ. 
Saturn. Lib, I. Cap. 1 3. 
Sic et in Chriſtiana Eccleſia ab Interpretibus (mm) per Domi- 
num redditum fuit uſque ad Petrum Galatinum, ante quem, non 
putatur aliquis ſeripſiſſe Jehova, vel Jebovi. Buxtorf. Lex. 
So the Decalogue of Moſes, Exod. xx. Thou ſhalt do no 
Murder: Thou ſhalt not ſteal, &c. And in Aulus Gellius 
we find Legis Veteris Atiniz ſunt, quod sUBREPTUM ERIT 
jus REI AETERNA AUCTORITAS ESTO, Lib. 17. Cap. 7. 
See likewiſe Lib. 20. Cap. 1, 
* See Pag. Ixvii. 
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that they could me Laws to reſtin,or pre- 
vent them. AI 

And, as. n of theſe Gene Laws ave f- 
volous,. ſo others of them are abſurd. and cruel. 
Such I think is that relating to Women burn- 
ing themſelves with their deceaſed Husbands. 
And yet you ſay, the Bramins look upon this 
« Sacrifice, as ons of the fir} Principles of their 
Religion, the Cauſe of which it would bo hardly 
« ortbodox to inveſtigate.” The Practice is cer- 
tainly very old, in our Senſe of the Word. For 
8trabo*, fo long ago as the Reign of Auguſtus 
Czfar, remarks it, aa Cuſtom in Cathay. And 
Diodorus Siculus ' obſerves the ſame thing of 
the Women in India. Both may mean the 


1 See Pag. Ixx. | 

* 14, Os bes Ke ... + » Z&% T0 cu νẽ pa N 
wis Ardhetor mes Torangs: Pag. 1024. And ſo Diodorus Siculus 
ſpeaking of the ſame People ſays, awps I rms Nowgs wv mes 
Toramgs mus Arcs ovyrgrexanota. Part. 2. pag. 561. 

l Neuer tJeouy oe 2 TU TETEASUTIXOT EY Arheoy 
% Tapas. But he adds this Exception, nakv tw Eyzvey 1 
res iu Tixva, unleſs they were with Child, or had Chilgren. See 
Part 2. pag. 679. Tull likewiſe ſpeaks of this Cuſtom in 
his Taſculan. Quæſt. Lib. 5. c. 27. | 


ſame 


TYH 

Fame People. For che Bounds of the' aticiiit 
bs. mr gw aſcertained.” i! 

cutbay, or Caratathay, in our preſent Maps, 
is placed in Pideperdent'Tartary. But accord- 
ing to Gols, in his Notet on Hfergamus v, the 
Arabian,” Perfian, and other Oriema Writers 
make it reach as far as biber, and the Extre- 
mity of the Chineſe Wull. | Nay, according to 
him, the Princes now — at FETs 
uw vet RW 
But is it not ſurpriſing chat the Bonden, if 
they have had, as you * fay,/ for ſo many Ages 
the Authority of Lawgivers, and been held in 
ſuch high Veneration, ſhould not have put a Stop 
to a Cuſtom ſo contrary to all Sentiments of 
Reaſon and Humanity? Human Nature is every 
where the ſame. And a Woman in India would 


1 Pag. 100. 

Fhe Profeſſors of the Ordinances. here collected ſpeak th the 
original Language in which they were compoſed, and which 
is entirely unknown to the Bulk of the People, who have ſettled 
upon thoſe Profeſſors ſeveral great Endowments and Benefac- 
tions in all Parts of Hindoſtan, and. pay them beſides a De- 
gree of perſonal Reſpect little ſhort of Idolatry. Page x. See 

too Pag. lvii. | 
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e herſelf in this manner; if the 
could help it, than a Woman in Europe. And 
it is faid ſhe-is many times intaricated, to make 
her leſs ſenſible of what ſhe is going to do. 21 
Though Polygamy, you ſay , 158. hath been 
«conſtantly allowed and practiſed in all Reli- 
<« gions that have obtained in Aſia, we meet 
with very few Inſtances of permitted Poly- 

« andry, or a Plurality of Husbands, But a 


« Gentleman, who hath lately viſited the King- 


« doms of Bouten and Tibet, hath obſerved, 
« that the ſame Cuſtom. is almoſt general, to 


this Day, in thoſe Countries; where one Wife 
frequently ſerves! all the Males of a : whole 


« Family.“ 3 1 61 


4 3 


The Practice, . in is! 5 8 r 


there cited, doth not ſeem to come up to the 


Cuſtom alluded to. It ſeems to be rather no 
more than allowed Adultery, and bears a nearer 
Reſemblance to cuto's lending his Wife to Hor- 
_ oo \ Thing 0 my abſurd in itſelf, and 


1 N » Chap, 24. Set. 14. 
2 Keep xa Koller Ogmois Pender), ik td, why M eepxieew 15 


ev _ %% Poparuy ENG. Sicut etiam Cato Hortenſio 


rogantiĩ 


[7 } 
bb contrary to al Delicacy of Sentiment, that i it 
never became at Nome a general Practice. 

' Strabs, indeed, ſays it was an ancletif Cuſtom 
among the Romans. But it muſt be underſtood, 
1 ſuppoſe, of Nünant beföre they bad Enierged 


out of a State of Barbariſm. And amongſt t the 


Ta; apyri, 4 a batbarbus People, he'fays it Was uſual 

to let out their Wives to other Huibants *. In 
Arabia * likewiſe; he fays, it was 1 Cuſtom for 
one e Women to ſerve all qd enen of the lame 


* 


ook Marciam ſuam 46m state | cate; Weste Veilbegy 
Romanorum Conſuetudinem. Srralo. pag. 283. 
b r Ip JV megi-Twy Tarupen en als len n rens m 
rant h- enges Arche And this he ſays was w 
tt ren artet De 1 w mexyn. after they had had two er 
three children & them. And then he mentions what Ware 
of Cato above. 17090 Fr 
* Kon KrTyos E , Tos Evyluner Ku- > 0 ne- bor 
Mis N xe ork #0, O Is Irons aue f I ter dag 776 
9% Tho Poor. Euer I se thes. Nvxrig c 1 To 
Upiroomere. Aw xa rere Ahne. verre ao” Omnia Conſan- 


guineis ſunt communia, ſed Natu grandior Dominus eſt. Una 


omnibus Uxor eſt. Qui prior ingreditur, poſito ante Januam 
Baculo cum ea congreditur (nam in More habent ut quiſque 
Baculum geſtat) ea tamen cum grandiore natu pernoctat. 
Quapropter omnes omnium ſunt Fratres. Pag. 130. 


Family 


. 
1 
br 
" 


1 n „ Ga er 


_ e 


4. 1 * 22. 12 
nn rr | 


——_ 


5 8 1 
Family. „But . the Term Ara 
25 among the Ancients, is not ery, preciſe, 
EF pots however, appear 10 have been 2 
. in, any Fart of Arabia, properly ſo 
ae ee — 


Mog, ae INT 14 1.30975 1 * 10 


Won a 5+ 10u-f by: * 60 find a Prohibition of Fire- 
Ane in Records of ſuch. unfathomable Anti- 


Nach 1 10 WA len eee 344 
ut I have already obſerved that theſe Gente 


Regulatians de nat ſeam to haue been made ll 
at once. And, therefore, as there are no Dates, 
2 W ME, be made in Times of 

anfatboms le Age. The Uſe of Weapons, | 
howevcr,! where Fire was employed, ſeems t0 
have been very ancient. 


Ever) ? Enterpriſe 1 that was bold, the PE 
by. dy. a national Vanity, afcribed. W themizlves, 
though they had no hand in it. The Argo- 
nautic Expedition, the Higheſt that their Hiſtory 


went, was a Piratical Voyage, not undertaken 
by.Greeks, but erer The ar 2 


1 Page hi. 
15 7 Py, made 


*. 


19 

made long, with Benches of oars , and fo the 
Word Argo itſelf ſeems to intiingte! | 

The Deſign of that Voyage was, not to carry 
ay the Golden Fhece (Gez), but a 7; reaſure 
(Gazab) there repoſited. The Place was 
guarded, not by brazen Bulls (Shorim), but by 
brazen'(i. e. ſtrong) Walls (Shurim); and they 
were not the Bulls that breathed Fire, but Fire- 
Weapons were thrown from the Walls. The 
Greeks were fond of catching at ſuch Ambigui- 
ties, as might be er by a en Variety of 
Examples. 


formity between “ ſeveral Cuſtoms, in uſe in the 
Eaft Indies, and thoſe of the Jes, is not at all 
ne Solomon's Ship failed as far as the Iſland 


The word S tragh' in Golius, ſignifies aſcendit per Sca. 
lam. And * Ma'arigb there is Scala. Likewiſe 2 


z) A Leilat Al- lla 'aragh is there Nox Aſcenſus; qua per 
Cal Contignationes, quaſi Gradus, ad Deum evectum fuiſſe 
fingunt Mohammedem. 

See a ſmall Treatiſe in 89. printed in 1705, intitled, 


The Agreement of the Cuftoms of the Eaft-Indians with "_ of the 
> e,. 


© | 9 1 B Ceylon 


That there ſhould be obſerved a great con- 
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Ceylon of the Moderns, as I think is eafily 
proved *. But he ſent to Tyre? for Perſons 
capable of navigating his Ships to thoſe parts, 
which plainly ſhews that the T; e hail ed 
thither before. 1 

Alexander Hamilton „in * — Gaya, 
that near Couchin, on the Coaſt of Malabar, 


he found a Republic of Jews, who called them- 


ſelves of the Tribe of Manaſſeb. They confiſt- 
ed at firſt, according to their own Account, of 
80,000 Families, though, at that Time, they 
were reduced to 4000. In their Synagogue 
there, they told him, they: had their Hiſtory 
from the Time of Nebuchadnezzar, by whoſe 
Order they were ſent thither, to that Time. 


That this Hiſtory was wrote on Copper-Plates, 


in Hebrew Characters, and that, as any of them 
decayed they were new cut.” 


A good Part of this Story may be levhes on 
as fictitious. For Hamilton was no Scholar, 
and knew nothing of Hebrew, and therefore 


* See my Hiſtory of Aſtronomy, * pag. ny 
Y 1 King. ix, 27, 
2 Vol. I. pag. 324. 


Was 


* 


[ 77 ] 

was obliged to take what he heard upon Truſt. 
That he found many Few Families there, may 
be readily admitted. That they amounted to 
4000, may be no more than Conjecture, or 
common Report. That they were greatly di- 
miniſhed from what they had been, is not im- 
probable, - + 2? | | 

When Shalmanezer took Samaria *, he put 
the J/raelites in Halab, and Habor, and the 
Cities of the Medes. From thence many of 
them might, by Degrees, ſtraggle down to Cu- 
chin, as they were not Priſoners, and ſettle 
there, for the Sake of Commerce. And as they 
might, at firſt, in general, marry amongſt them- 
ſelves, they would ſoon grow up into a large 
Body. Many of them, however, would after- 
wards, perhaps, ſpread into the inland Parts, 
and intermarry with the Natives. By this means, 
their Deſcendants would ſoon degenerate, and 
become neither Jews, nor Gentiles, but a Mix- 


ture of both. 


* 2 King, xvii. 6, 
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Jou compare the Aftumeed. Tags to the 
Scape-Goat. in the Law of Mg. The Expla- 
nation of it you call the Acme of Eathuſiaſm. 
And ſo, indeed, it is. The, Scape- Goat in Le. 
vticur, however, to me, ſeems. rather to have 


been taken from a Practice Which the Jeet 


had been accuſtomed to ſee in Egypt. And that 
was the Sacrifice of a red Bullock, when the 
Prieſt pronounced. a folemm Curſe on the Head 
of the Beaſt to be ſacrificed, according to Plus 
tarch . He then cut it off, and threw it into 
the Nile; but i in his Time, he lays, it was, 28 
poſed of to Foreigners. 508 

The ſame Cuſtom is * bo ru 
bur . hang ar eee e who, bathe 


7 1 * 0 CL 
— * 1 a 


» 1 4 viii · 
c Chap. xvi. 20. 
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* A1 1 Ke To Irgecy bee, v. end, as 


799 Tho jaey eff u ruh, wr N THis Bieig ii. De IA. et 


N Ofirid. pag. 76. Edit. Squire. Maſhlienftbus, quoties Peſtilen- 


tia laborabant unus e Pauperibus ſe offerebat alendum anno 
integro, poſtea, ornatus Verbenis et Veſtibus ſacris circum- 
ducebatur per totam Civitatem cum Execrationibus ut in ip- 
ſum reciderent Mala Civitatis et fie projiciebatur, Petron. Ar- 
biter, pag. 666. Edit. Burman. 
Pag. 103. Edit, Gronov. 
likewiſe 
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likewife given us the Form of that Curſe thus. 
« Whatever Misfortune may befall this Perſon 
ſacrificing i in particular, or Egypt in Ru? let 
it be averted on the Head of this Victim.“ 
That the Iſraelites, when they came out of 
Egypt, were very rude and ignotant, may. well 


be allowed you *. They are all along, in that 


Hiſtory, treated as ſuch. For that Reaſon they 
ſeem indulged in ſome things, ta which they 
had been accuſtomed in Egypt, either good in 


themſelves, or indifferent, and no-wiſc tendin g 


to Idolatry. | 
That Point ſeems eſpecially 3 againſt 


in the Settlement of their Polity, both Civil 


and Religious. And therefore all ſuch Regu- 
lations, as were eſſential to that Purpoſe, Were 
exacted with the utmoſt Rigour. Pan 

Nadab and Abibu were ſtruck dead * Oh 
ting common, or culinary, Fire, into their Cen- 


ſers", when it ought to have been taken from 


off the Altar. 


8 et No. 1 on role Yen, 1 A rn ονιπν ROM HV 
Mie D/ «5 Kühn mv reαα?%⁴%en . Ibid. 

8 Pag. xvii, 

d Levit, x. 1. 
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Datban and Abiram *, and their Aflociates, 
were ſwallowed up by an Eeythpicke, for Muti- 
ny and invading the Prie/tbood, which was de- 
ſigned to belong /only to the Family of Aaron. 
But, the Mutiny next Day ſeerns very extraordi- 
nary. They ſeem to have been ſo ignorant of 
natural Cauſes, as to ſuppoſe that Moſes himſelf 
had been the proper Author of that Earthquake, 
in order only to rt his own 8 — and N 
ſentment. 
gut the des you ay „ as well as the 
Chinth, have ever laid Claim to an Antiquity 
infinitely' more remote than is authorized by 
the Belief of Mankind.” 

And though we come to the Peruſal of 
their Records, armed with every Argument, 
and fortified, even to Prejudice, againſt the Ad- 
miſſion of their Pretenſions, at the ſame time 
placing the moſt implicit Reliance upon the 
Moſaic Chronology, as generally received; yet 
their plauſible Accounts of thoſe remote Apes, 
and their undeviating Confidence in their own 


i Numb. xvi. * Ibid. x, 41. 
Pag. xxxvii. 
and 


1 


Aſſertions, never can fail to make ſome Impreſ- 
ions upon us, in Proportion as we gain a clearer 
inſight to them.” 


But Accounts, however plauſible, will wi at 
beſt, nothing more than Conjecture; and if they 
are unſupported by Proofs, they will loſe much 
of their Force, and dwindle almoſt to nothing ; 
And the ſame may be ſaid of their undeviating 


Confidence. Beſides, it is no uncommon thing 


for Perſons to be moſt n when they are 
moſt” confident. | 

The whole Doctrine v, therefore, of the Fogues 
I look upon as fi#:trous and abſurd, eſpecially 
the three firſt. The fourth Period, called the 


Collee Fogue, approaches nearer to'the Confines 
of Probability. © That this Period is to laſt 


400,000 Years, depends upon no Proof, as far 
as appears. But, that nearly 5000 Years of it 
are already paſt, is conſiſtent enough with our 
preſent Chronology. 

For, according to the Chronology in the 
Margin of our Bibles, reckoning to the preſent 
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n Pag. xxxviii. 
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but 21 Years after the giving of the Law. . 


[ 16 J 


Year 1777, the Flood was about 4126 Years 
ago. And with this agrees re nn 20 
Vears. 

That the Shaſters, or Gentoo e were 
eompcſed about the Beginning of the Collte Jague, 


or goO0 Years ago“, will ſtand in need of great 


Proof. For that Books were compoſed, or, in- 
deed, that there were any e a old: a8 
this, doth not appear. 

We hear of no Writings weed Mo . and 
the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai. And, 
indeed, the forming of an Alphabet ſeems a 
Work beyond human Invention. And this, 
perhaps, will beſt explain that Expreſſion. of 
that Law being wrote by the Finger of God.. 

From the Jews the Uſe of an Alphabet might 
be communictaed to the Phenicians,/ and they, 
under Cadmus, might introduce them into 
Greece. That, according to the Oxford Mar- 
bles, would be about the Vear before Chriſt 
1520, or about 820 Years, after the Flood, and 


a Pag. xxxix. -. * Exod, xxxi. 18. 


This 


his 
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This Alphabet, I imagine, was very ſimple 
at fit, and conſiſted but of few Letters. And 
ſo doth the Hebrew now, the Syriac, and the 
old * Arabic, commonly called the Cie . Thoſe' 
Alphabets that conſiſt of many Letters, as the 
modern Arabic, the Perfic, and the AErbiopic, 
I look upon as modern. And the fame kind 
of reaſoning, I think, will hold good 
gard to ſuch whoſe Characters are complicated. 

- So that the Difficulties * in learning the Shanſ- 
crit Language, and it's Alphabet eontaining 50 
Letters, are, to me, ſtrong Arguments that 
both it's Grammar and Letters are, comparative- 
ly, modern. The fame kind of * like - 


p This Alphabet ! is as 4 ol as yet as can well be 
imagined. Many of the Letters conſiſt only of trait ſtrokes ; 
and their Powers can only be diſtinguiſhed by Uſe, and the 
Place they ſtand in. In the Reformation of their Alphabet 


| by Ela Bowab, and Ebn Matlab, they are diſtinguiſhed by 


what are now called the Diacritical Points. As thus, 


\ (0), (4), 3 (3), 100. 1 (2), 3 G), 10 


SYKES 


But from this, we may eaſily gueſs how difficult it muſt be to | 


read what is wrote in this character. 
4 Pref. Pag. xxiii, xxiv. 
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wiſe will prove againſt the Antiquity of the 
Shafter. And fo far will it be from having 


been compoſed before the Deluge, that it was 


not compoſed till the Hinabos had loſt e even the 
traditionary Account of it. 
What Traces there may be of it in — 


| mutt be left to future Examination. In tliis 


We erm Part of the World thefe are evident 
Marks of it. The Indians never ſeem to have 
applied themſelves to the Study of Natural Phi- 
loſophy: © You ſay * they have no Geography.” 
And, I think, 1 may add no Afronomy. The 
very Names of the Planets there, the Jeſuits 


 fay*, are of the ſame Import with thoſe of the 


Greeks, And the Names of the XII Signs of 


3 Bes Wafer's vente. p. 203. And Commodore Biron 
in his Narrative ſays, pag. 53. All the low Spots are very 
ſwampy ; but what we thought ſtrange, upon the Summits of 
the higheſt hills were found Beds of Shells a Foot or taus thick. 
Pag. L. 
Les Hanetes memes, quoiqu' elles portent le meme Nom 


qu'elles ont ports chez les Grecs et les Latins ſont dans I Idee 


des Indiens toute autre Choſe que dans celle des Europtens. 
Ohher vat. Mathemat. Aftronomiq. Ic. Tom. I. p. 248. 


the 


i 180 1 
the Zodiac, they fay , are the ſame with thoſe 
in Europe, and exactly in the fame Order. 
From whence I am apt to conclude that they 
were borrowed from the Greeks, when, under 
the Prolemies in Egypt, they began to navigate 
3 thoſe Seas. 
« You fay yourſelf ” that the Days of the 
4 Week in the Shanſerit Language are named 
9 from the ſame Planets to which they are aſſign- 
ed by the Greets and Romans.” From one or 
other of theſe People, then, they moſt probably 
had them. And as this was not till late, it 
will naturally make us ſuſpect their pretended 
Accounts of Antiquity in other Caſes. 
% Rajah Prichutt, you ſay *, is known to 


. Ni 


— 


* Les Dictionnaires du Pays rapportent cependant les 
douze Signes du Zodiague et leur donnent des Noms qui re- | 
pondent A ceux qu'ils ont en Europe. Maj am ſignifi Aries, 
Rejabam Taurus, Midounam Gemini; ou i peu pres, &c. et 
cela dans le meme ordre que nous d'Occident en Orient, 
Olſervat. Math. Tom. | p. 7. 
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page xli. 

x Pag. xliii. But it may be very properly asked, what Au- 
thority does this depend on? Bare Aſſertions, in Europe, the 
moſt enlightened and the moſt civilized Part of the World, 

will hardly be admitted without Proof. 


CY have 


A.” Af. i234. 
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have lived at the Beginning of the Collee- Jogue, 
and to have ordered a learned Bramin, called 
Suleb Dieu, to write a Hiſtory of India thro' 
the preceding Fogues, with the Succeſſions of 
the Rajabs, and the Duration of their Reigns:” 
That is, to compoſe Annals during the Space 
of 7 Millions 200,000 Years. But, when you“ 
aſk what we are to think of ſuch a Work as 
this, the ſhorteſt and beſt Anſwer, perhaps, 
will be that it is not worth thinking of at all. 
And Shukeb Diew, when he was about it, 
might have compoſed the Annals .of 17 Mil- 
lions of Years, as well as ſeven. The whole, 
in either Caſe, muſt have been the Creature of 
his own Brain. And ſo palpable a Forgery in 
one Inſtance, would make one ſuſpe& the Bra- 
mins to be capable of others of the ſame kind. 

I am no ways concerned for their Reputa- 
tion ; but, I own, I am ſurpriſed to hear you 
ſay © that the World doth not now contain 
Annals of more indiſputable Antiquity than thoſe 
delivered down by the ancient Bramins *.” But, 
if ſo, how will you reconcile this with that an- 


Y Page x11, 


ſhaken 


1 21 2] 
ſhaken Reliance on Revelation which you ſpeak 
of in the Sentence immediately before? 
Lucretius, though his Syſtem was Atheiſti- 
cal, very properly asks how it came to paſs that, 
had the World been eternal, no Hiſtory went 
higher, as far as he knew, than the War at 
Thebes, and the Fall of Troy *. And the fame 
kind of Reaſoning is applicable in the preſent 
Caſe, Had the World laſted ſo long already, 
as is here ſuppoſed, Mankind muſt .have made 
a greater Progreſs in Science than we know 
they have done. 
We admire, and juſtly, the bins and 
fagacious Kepler, and the almoſt divine Diſco- — 
veries of Sir Iſaac Newton. But could the Laws 


. An SS : 


. 


of Gravity, Magnetiſm, and Electricity; could 
the Deſcription of equal Areas in equal Times ? 
| 1 

Page xliv. 1 
P ræterea fi nulla fuit genitalis Origo 4 

: : 1 

Terrai et Cœli, ſemperque æterna fuere, 19 

Cur ſupera Bellum Thebanum et Funera Trojæ, 1 

Non alias alii quoque res cecinere Poetæ ? | 7 

Quo tot Facta Virum toties cecidere ? neque uſquam 4 
Eternis Famæ Monimentis inſita florent ? y 

Lib. V. Line 330. , 

by 4 


H 7] 


by the Planets, and even thoſe amazing Bodies 
the Comets; that the Squares of their Periodic 
Times are as the Cubes of their mean Diſtances ; 
. could all theſe, and many more Inſtances that 
might be produced have been concealed, and 
unſuſpected for above even Millions of Years ? 
Or were Men aſleep all this while, and never 
thought at all? A Bramin, how fond ſoever of 
the marueillius, will not venture to aſſert ſuch a 
Paradox as this. 
The Hiſtory of the old World is loft, except 
what remains in the Bible. That of Egypt, a 
| Country ſo famous for Learning, was loſt in 
Fable in the Time of Herodotus , or about 
2000 Years after the Flood. They could give 
no probable Account of the Pyramids, thoſe 
ſtupendous Products of uſeleſs Art, who built 
them, and for what Purpoſe. 

What they told Herodotus of the Reign of 
their 12 Kings was an Abſurdity, No ſuch 


> That is about the Year before Chriſt 430. See Aul. 
Gell. Lib. xy. cap. 23. See an idle Story to account for the 
Mouſe in the Hand of the Statue of Sethos, pag. 143. It 


was no more than the Symbol of Flight, Fear, and Improbity. 
Pag. 147. Edit. Gronov. 


Con- 
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Conſtitution ever did, or could take Place in 
any Country in the World. But that 12 Go« 
vernouts of 12 different Nomes or PrefeCtures, 
ſhould contend for the Sovereignty of the 
whole, is pofſible and highly probable. And 
that P/ammitichus, by the Aſſiſtande of foreign 
Forces“, ſhould make himſelf Maſter of that 
Whole, is conſiſtent enough with the nag 
and the Hiſtory of Mankind. © 

But why, then, the Gentovs mould due been 
more happy in preſerving their Hiſtory uncor- 
rupted, through ſuch immenſe Periods, is not 
a little unaccountable. And that their Country 
ſhould never have been embroiled in civil Wars, 
as you aſſert *, upon their Authority, is hardly 
credible. Mankind have in all Ages been 
much the ſame, and agitated with much the 
ſame Paſſions. 

What was the Caſe with regard to Egypt 


4 Carians et Ionians. Herodot. pag. 149. Tiwaconre dV « 
Kepts m ToAipuing., The Carians are a brave warlike People, ſays 
the Scholiaſt on Ariſtophanes, V. 293. 

* Their Annals have never been deſtroyed or diſturbed by 
any known Revolution, Pag. xxxvii. 
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pect that it was not always ſecure from foreign 
Invaſions. Heradotus expreſsly ſays it was 
ſometimes under the Ethiopians. The Pharao 
that knew not Foſeph might be one of them. 
And the other Pharao who ſo kindly entertain- 

ed Feroboam *, who was forming Deſigns againſt 
Solomon, could hardly be the ſame Pharao whoſe. | 
Daughter Solomon; had married. F 

I agree with you * that Computation is ; oſt, 
« and ConjeQture overwhelmed in the Attempt 
te to adjuſt ſuch aſtoniſhing Spaces of Time 
« to our own confined Notions of the World's 
ce _ For, indeed, there can be no Com- 


* rage 141. | 
_ E Exod. i. 8. The Character of this Prince 1s eaſily ſeen * 
his Behaviour. And from Herodotus it appears that the 
Ethiopians in general were a ſavage brutal People. Some 
Egyptians, he ſays, ran away from Pſammitichus and ſettled 
a Colony in Ethiopia, and from that time they became - 
gereger more civilized, Page 99. And when it is ſaid, Iz very 


deed for this Cauſe have I raiſed thee up, Exod. ix. 16. the 


Meaning may be, by making thee victorious, and giving thee 
the Conqueſt of Egypt. | 
1 Kings xi. 40. 
i Kings iii. 1. 
* Pag. xxxviii. 
putation 


1 


putation where there are no Data but bare Aſſer- 
tions, which may be as eaſily refuted by bare De- 
nial. But when you ſay that Suſpicions of a like 
Nature are not totally without Foundation even 
in the Weſtern World, and quote, for that Pur- 
poſe, Recupero the Hiſtoriographer of Mount 
Etna, I have taken ſome Pains to examine that 
Argument a little more at large. And I think 
you will find that his conſcientious Scruples, as 


you call them *, will be fo far from having 


fome Weight in the Scale of Philoſophy, that th ey 
will really have zo Weight at all. 

When Etna was firſt obſerved to be a burn- 
ing Mountain is not known, Perhaps it was 
found to be ſo, as early as when the Iſland itſelf, 
was firſt diſcovered. The word Etna is Phe- 
nician *, and ſignifies a Furnace, and might be 
the Name given it by thoſe People when they 
firſt ſettled there, 


The oldeſt mention that we find made- of 


Sicily is I believe in Herodotus, who Bo that 


Pag. xxxvii. 

= Pag. Ixv. 

® Nr. Chald. pre and XNNR. See Dan, iii. 11. and 
V. 19. 
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Hamilcar the Carthaginian General was beat 
there the ſame Day by Gelo, that ee was 
defeated by the Greeks at Salamis *, | 

About fifty Years after this the Sicilians quar- 
relled among themſelves, when one of the Par- 
ties invited over the men to weir Aſ- 
fiſtance *. 
In the Spring of the Gxth Year of the Pelo- 
ponnefian War, according to Thucydides, there 
was an Eruption of Mount Atna which did 
great Damage. And fifty years before that, be 
ſays, there had been another.” This muſt have 


© Atyvyn, ws curten Tis alu nepns ty Tt m Tixtzun Ti xc 
Ongerve vixgiy A,,iꝗ̃e v Kaęxndb, er, xa ty Tt T E. 
Toy Tlegony, Pag. 435. Edit. Gronov. 

P Inſigni magnis Rebus Anno additur, nihil tum ad Rem 
Romanam pertinere viſum, quod Carthaginienſes, tanti Hoſtes 
futuri, tum primum, per Seditiones Siculorum, ad Partis al- 
terius Auxilium in Siciliam Exercitum trajecere. Liv. Lib. 
iv. Cap. 29. 

4 Eggun d mes awn mo 1p 7810 0 Poo Tv lug: tx Tys Arrons 
entf Xa 70 TROTTPOY, a0 Y M iO eigy Twy Ketreraumy, of 1270 
m Ailvn r Opes 05x80), eFtg pErtrey 19 Oge e T1 Rue, At- 
2472, U us tre punvey TE&T bene To TeoTgoy pivuuee, To * 
Suma, 7616 wore dc T Pole 4 & ix van EN 0X ct ce. 
Pag. 237. Edit. Waſſ. 


been 
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been the Year before Chriſt 475, and is I be- 
lieve the oldeſt upon Record “. 

In thoſe very early Days when there was more 
Matter, it is probable ſuch Eruptions were more f 
frequent. But that they were regular and at avy ; 
tated Intervals of Time doth not appear. Theſe 1 
Intervals therefore, cannot be judged of by the 


4 *. 


9 Strata that cover the ſeveral Beds of Lava, much | 
3 leſs can they afford Data ſufficient for Compu- 2 
tation. * 

Mr. Deyonsi in his Tour through Sicily and . 

Matte. mentions ſeveral of theſe Beds of Lava f 

which he ſaw. But the laſt, ſays he, that we x 

croffed before our Arrival at Iaci Neal is of vaſt 1 

I * adds he, from it's Barrenneſs, \ 

that it had run from the Mountain only a few 3 

Ages ago ; but was ſurpriſed to be informed by 0 


; Signor Recupero the Hiſtoriographer of Etna, 


that 'this very Lava is mentioned by Diodorus 
. N . * } 
Siculus to have burſt from Ætna in the Time of 5. 
* See the Addenda, q 
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the ſecond Punic War, and when . was 
beſieged by the Romans, 


For a Detachment, ſays he, was ſent Fai 
Taurominum to the Relief of the beſieged, but 
were ſtopped on their March by this Stream of 
Lava, which having reached the Sea before 


their Arrival at the Foot of the Mountain, had 


cut off their Paſſage, and obliged them to return 
by the Back of wa, upwards of a hundred 


Miles about, 


This ingenious Traveller might well be fits 
priſed, and ſo will every one elſe be, when he 
is informed that there is no ſuch Paſſage in Dio- 


dorus Siculus. This Author ends his Hiſtory 


the Year before the Battle between Seleucus 
and Antigonus. 

' This Battle was fought, 3 to o Vaillant, 
both in his Hiſtory of the Ptolemies in Egypt 
and his Syrian Kings, Olymp. cxix. 4. which 


coincides with the Vear before Chriſt 299. 


But according to Orofius *, Marcellus did not 
take Syracuſe till A. V. C. DXLIII, or accord- 
ing to Petavius*, the Year before Chriſt 210, 


7 Lib, iv. Cap. 17. Rat. Temp. Part. I, 1b. i iv. 
That 


1291 
That is 89 Vears after the Time 1 Diodo- 
rus Siculus ends his Hiſtory, 

And then as to this Detachment, or any 
Eruption of Ætna at this Time, there is no 
mention made of either by Livy, or Polybius, 
or any other Author where one __ _— 
to find them, 

Oroſius mentions ſeveral Eruptions of Etna, 
as one the Year before Chriſt 135 ; another the 
Year before Chriſt 126 ; and laſtly, another very 
terrible one, which he deſcribes in a moſt parti- 
cular Manner. © Eodem Tempore, ſays he *, 
Etna Mons ultra ſolitum exarſit, et Torrentibus 
igneis ſuperfuſis, lateque circumfluentibus, Ca- 
tanam Urbem Fineſque ejus oppreſſit, ita ut 
Tecta Adium calidis Cineribus præuſta, et præ- 
gravata corruerent. Cujus levandæ Cladis cauſa, 
Senatus decem Annorum „ Catanenſi- 
bus remiſit.“ 

This, according to Pighius in his Annals, v was 
A. V. C. DCXXIX, or the Vear before Chriſt 
124, and conſequently 86 Vears after the tak- 
ing Syracuſe by Marcellus. 


t Lib, v. Cap. 12. 


But 
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But the Authority which Recupero told Mr. 

Brydone he had for ſuppoſing this to be the 
very Lava mentioned by Diodorus Siculus, he 
faid, was taken from Inſcriptions on Roman 
Monuments found on this Lava.” 
5 in a Caſe of ſo much Importance, and 
the whole Weight of Recupero's Ar- 
epends, might we not juſtly expect to 
ſee ſome Copies of thoſe Monuments, or In- 
ſeriptions? Might we not expect, at leaſt, ſome 
Account of them, in order to form ſome Judg- 
ment, whether genuine or not? 

© Recupero, we find, hath quotes the Authority 
of Diodorus Sicutus for Facts which it hath been 
proved he could not poſſibly have read in him. 
What Right then hath he to expect to be 
believed upon his bare Word, with regard to 
Inſcriptions, which nobody ſeems to have ſeen 
but himſelf, and which indeed, from what hath 


been ſaid, he never ſaw. 


But what is ſtill as extraordinary as any thing 
elſe, whoever looks into a Map of Sicily will 
find, from the Situation of Syracuſe with re- 
ſpect to Taurominum, that whatever Lava 

a would 


} 


; 


k 


would hinder this Detachment from reaching 
Syracuſe, would prevent it likewiſe from going 
round by the Back of Ætna. Their way was, 
therefore, to return home by the very Road they 


had come. 
But, to ſpeak the Truth, 8 is in- 


tirely miſtaken as to the whole Matter of Fad. 


The Hiſtory which he ſeems to allude to, and 
as given by D:odorus *, is this. 
Many Years before the Romans had any 
footing in Sicily, Himilco the Carthaginian Go- 
vernour, after having intirely demoliſhed Meſſa- 
na, ordered Mago, the Commander of his 
Fleet, to fail round to a Hill near the Sea Side, 
called Taurus. This Hill the Sicilians had 
made themſelves Maſters of, but had no body 
to command them. Dionyſius, he ſays, had 
formerly given them the Lands of the Naxi- 
; but being wrought upon by Himilco's 
Pag. 282, Edit. Rhodoman. 
w He pulled down the Walls, ſet Fire to the Houſes, and 


broke to Pieces the very Tiles that covered them. And this 


he did, ſays Diodorus, ede n pes 785 EN Micvs, 
out of Hatred to the Greeks. 


Another People of Sicily, ſo called from a Town of that 


Name. 


fair 


10 
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32 
fair Promiſes, they had revolted, and ſeized 
upon this Hill, fortifying it, by ſurrounding 
it with a Wall. This Place, from their ſtay- 
ing and maintaining their Ground there, ever 


afterwards __ the Name of Taurome- 
nium 7. 


. Himilco, he FRY intended to YE to this 


Place, keeping along the Shore, while Mago 


with his Fleet failed by him. But, as there 
happened juſt then a great Eruption of Mount 
Etna, his Land Forces could not keep Com- 
pany with the Fleet. So that the Road by the 
Sea Side being intirely deſtroyed by the Lava, 
they were obliged to march round by the Back 


of Mina. That he, therefore, ordered Mago 


to ſail to Catana, where, by quick Marches, 
within Land, he made all the Haſte he could 
to join him. 


This Account is perfectly 2 and conſiſ- 


tent with the Geography of Sicily, but, at the 


From Tage the Name of the Hill, and e to flay. 
Teuto in the Greek Language ſignifies a Bull; but that hath 
no meaning here. The Phenicians, ſome of the firſt Inhabi- 
tants here, rg called it Y which ſignifies @ rocky Hill. 


ſame 
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ſame time, utterly deſtroys Recupero's Argu- 
ment, Wt, | | 
According to Eutropius *, the firſt Punic 
War began, and the Romans, for the firſt time 
engaged the Carthaginians in Sicily, when App. 
Claudius and Q. Fulvius were Conſuls. This 
was A. V. C. 477. And Syracuſe was taken, 
we have ſeen, 66 Years afterwards, or A.V.C. 
543. Meſſana was deſtroyed according to Dio- 
dorus Olymp. XCVI. 1. This coincides with 
A. V. C. 357. and conſequently was 120 Years 
before the Beginning of the firſt Punic War, or 
the Time when the Romans firſt came into 
Sicily. 1 N 
I here take my Leave of Recupero, and think 


by this time it appears pretty plainly that his 


conſcientious Scruples are ſo far from having 
ſome Weight in the Scale of Philoſophy, that they 


z Lib. ii, Cap. 18. Oroſius placeth the Battle between 
Appius Claudius and the Carthaginians four Years earlier, or 
A. V. C. 473. But this will make little Difference as to the 
main Argument. Both perhaps may be reconciled by ſaying 
that Appius Claudius, afterwards Conſul, beat the Carthagi- 


nians in Sicily when he was only Proconſul. There are other 
Inſtances of the like kind in the Roman Hiſtory. 
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have, in reality, zo Weight at all. They are 


founded, we ſee, upon precarious Reaſoning, 


ſupparted by fa Fats, and ſolſe Quatations. 


For it was no Detachment from Taurominum 


that was prevented by the Laya from throwing 
Succours into Syracuſe, and obliged togo round 
Etna, whieh- they could not do, but it was Hi- 
milco's Army, before Taurominum had its Name. 
It was nat any Eruption of ZXtna, during the 
Stege of Syracuſe by the Romans, which Dio- 
dorus ſpeaks of, but an Eraption 186 Years 
before that time, 

Nor could any Roman "0 Rig or Mo- 
numents, be found on this Lava, becauſe the Ro- 
mans did not come into Sicily till 120 Years 
after this Eruption. 

And now, before I quit this Subject, I 1 
ferve that there is in Drodorus Siculus *, a Paſ- 
fage which, though it hath no immediate Re- 
ference to any thing that hath gone before, yet 
may well deſerve the Attention of the Curious, 
It is where he is ſpeaking of Ducetius, who 
built a Town which he 104 Palicon, from 


it's being near the Temple of the Gods Palici. 


* Part ii. pag. 67. 
Having 


t 22 1 
Having mentioned, ſays he, theſe Gods, 1 
muſt not neglect to ſay ſomething with relation 
to the Antiquity of that Temple, and ſome 
wonderful Things to be ſeen ere, _ 
the Craters. 

Theſe, ſays he, are not very wide, but of an 
amazing Depth, from whence they throw out 
vaſt Sparks of Fire, and boiling Water like that 
when a large Cauldron boils over. This Water 
appears to be all on Fire, but nothing certain 
can be faid coticerning it, as no body hath hi- 
therto dared to go near it. For the boiling up 
of this Liquid ſtrikes with ſuch Horror, that 
one would think it proceeded ftom ſome Di- 
vinity. 

This Water, adds he, ſmells ſtrongly of Sul- 
phur, and this Chaſm fends out frequent and 
terrible Roarings. But what is ſtrangeſt of all, 
this Water is neither 200 much nor too little, but 
is thrown up with a violent Force and Motion 
to an aſtoniſhing Height. 

From this Paſſage it appears that there were 
here more Craters than one. That they were 
of an amazing Depth, and therefore that for- 

E 2 merly 
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merly Perſons had looked down into them, 


That Diadbrus ſpeaks only of one Eruption, 


and, probably, a late one, during which no 
body had dared to approach and examine it. 

This Town called Palicon, or, according to 
Stephanus Byzantinus, Palike , was ſituated, 
as we learn from Servius ©, not far from Ca- 
tana, and near the River Symethus, ** circa 
“quem, ſays he, ſunt Palici Dei, quorum talis 


« eft Fabula.“ And then, after telling a 


* From Theophilus, who (according to Szeph.) wrote a De- 
{cription of Sicily ; where was a Fountain likewiſe called Pa- 


| Likent, and near it the Temple of the Palici, . «0: Aal! 


ae Daemones quidam. Avr | eetgern le vg 65 ves iE m1x;as 
en un rer Mg ve D ngrrmexaveFnooFy mo Thid\ev, xo 
n eg tare . ige e. Aquam ejicit ad altitudinem ſex Cubi - 
torum, ut adſpicientes exiſtiment Campum omnem inundatum 
iri; ſed iterum in ſe revertitur. Six cubits is not an affo- 
aiſhing Height, as it is called in Diodorus. Perhaps the Num- 
ber was Is (16), or Ks (26), the Numeral in the Place of 
Tens being ſome how loſt. It is probable this Fountain had 
ſome Communication with Etna. » 

. © In Virgil. Eneid. ix. Ver. 585. 

* Xtnam Nympham vel, ut quidam volunt, Thaliam Juppi- 
ter cum vitiaſſet et feciſſet gravidam, timens Junonem (ſecun- 
dum alios, ipſam Puellam) Terræ commendavit, et illic enixa 
eſt : ſecundum alios, Partum ejus. Poſtea cum de Terra eru- 
piſſent duo Pueri, Palici dicti ſunt quaſi iterum venientes 3 nam 


nas * off iterum venire. The Greeks were abſurdly fond of 


deriving 
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ſtrange Story about them, which, it ſeems, he 
did not believe himſelf, he adds; Hi primo 
* humanis Heſtiis placabantur, poſtea quibuſdam 
* Sacris placabantur, et eorum immutata Sa- 
« crificia. And hence, ſays he, in Virgil, their 
e Altar is called 

PLACABILIS ARA, 


e quia mitigata ſunt eorum Numina.” | 
The whole of this Story, as Servius rightly calls 


it, is a Fi10n, and only ſhews the fruitful my- 


thological Invention of the Greeks. Heſychius, 
tho' the Paſſage in him ſeems to be corrupted, yet 
appears to have known ſomething of the Story, 
and adds, that the Craters, near Syracuſe, were 
then called Palic: *. | 


Macrobius , in explaining the ſame Paſſage 


deriving exotic Words from their own Language, Of which 
many Inſtances might be produced. 

© Os vor , Tupæ x he ion Keglnpis, e. AE ANI. 

t Saturnal. Lib. v. Cap. 19. where he quotes Æſchylus as 
ſaying that they were ſo called, 

| | ai gap gue 5% Txelus a ig O. 

which is the ſame derivation as we ſaw given above. But 
Eſchylus who lived about the Year before Chriſt 490 comes 
too late, and knew nothing of the Phenician Language, which 
probably was at that Time ſpoke no where in Sicily but in the 
interior Parts of that Iſland, 


In 
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in Virgil with Servius, adds, quis hic Palicus 


Deus, vel potius qui Dii Palici, (nam duo ſunt), 
apud nullum penitus Auctorem Latinum, quod 


ſeiam, reperi, ſed de Græcorum penitiſſimis 


Litteris hanc Hiſtoriam eruit Maro.“ He then 
obſerves that AÆſcbylus, the Tragic Poet, was 


the int that mentioned them, and the fit who 


gave the Derivation of the Word, in his ina, 
a Tragedy now loft, 

But, in reality, theſe were no Gods, nor 
were they tuo Brothers, properly ſo called. 

The firſt Inhabitants of Sicily were, probably, 
Phenicians, who ſettled upon that Ifland long be- 
fore the Greeks knew any thing of it. Theſe too 
might be the Barbarians that Strabo ſpeaks 

=, on the Authority of Epborus, as the firſt 


5 How gp Twy Bag sh 6: (66y Eyoirgs, mis N 6x rug IT+pgirors 
tante. Oed & 71s t Env 03 CENανe,˖ 4e rns 0 


| Miongeritts ATHggEV TATE SHE 5% 19,000, AN dhe wipe 


ONves Texte xa Ling voi, xe MogyyTrs, oy NG Tivts reg pp os Tov 
Nyovy, wy nora toy longte, orig mhwvoy Pros Twy Botzowugwy Epos 
Xtzer Fo Tys Emimuers Ours, Barbarorum enim alii tum erant 
Incolz, alii ex oppoſita Terra invadebant : et Græci non ſi- 
nebant quenquam Oram tangere Maritimam : Mediterraneis 
omnino ejicere non valebant: ſed manebant adhuc Siculi, 
Sicani, Morgetes, et alii nonnulli, qui Inſulam incolerent ; ex 

quibus 
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Planters of it. He calls them Beres, and ſo 


they really were, Perſons that came over the 


Sea. For fo the Word ſignifies both in the 
Phenician, Hebrew, and Arabic Languages. 
The Greeks, he ſays, when they came there, 


would not ſuffer them to occupy the Sea Coaſt, 


but could not hinder them from maintaining 
their Ground in the Inland Parts. 

In the Arabic Language nom, and probably 
in the Phenician formerly, the Verb Phalak * 
ſignifies ſidit diffidit, and the Subſtantive ſigni- 
fies Fiſſura. We have therefore now, proba- 
bly, Phalak the Phenician Ward for Crater ; 
and Palicon, or Palik?, in Greek Characters, 
and with a Greek Termination, is nothing 
more. And if, as appears from Diadorus above, 
there were tuo of theſe Craters, then, according 
to the Genius of the Phenician, and other 


quibus fuerunt etiam Heres quos Ephorus frimos de Bartaris 
ait iſtam Inſulam inhabitaſſe. Pag. 414. 


The Sicani, perhaps, were no more than the TIMW, or 


EVIL Habitatores, or primi Habitantes, and not a diſtinct 
People. 


. pod. 


Eaſtern 
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n Languages, ae be tiled Bro- 
* Theſe firſt. Inhabitanis of Sicily dads Pleni- 
cians, as Was ſaid, and therefore uſed to human 
Sacriſices, offered, as J imagine, human Victims 
at theſe Craters to ſome invifible Powers, ſup- 
poſed to reſide in theſe /ulphureous ptr and 
to direct their ues. e eee 


. 
*- 
d * 
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k Cum inter cztera a Mala etiam peſte laborarent (Carthagi- 
nienſes) cruenta Sacrorum Religione et Scelere pro Remedio 

uſi ſunt. Quippe homines, ut Victimas immolabant, et Im- 
puberes (que Ætas etiam Hoſtium Miſericordiam provocat) 

Aris admovebant, Pacem Deorum eorum Sanguine expoſcen- 
tes, pro quorum Vita, Dii rogari maxime ſolent. Juſlin Lih. 
xviii. Cap. 6. 

In what Manner the Cuthaginians ſacrificed their Children 
to Saturn is 3 2 by Diodorus biculas, Part 
ii. Pag. 756. 

The Jews were infected likewiſe with theſe horrid Rites, 
borrowed from their Canaanite Neighbours, as appears from. 
Pſalm cvi. V. 38. Receptum ferme ubique, ſays Grotius, ,ut 
et humano Sanguine Dii placarentur, quem Morem nec Græca 
Eruditio nec Romanz Leges ſuſtulerunt. De Veritat. Relig. 
Chriftiane Lib, ii, Cap. 11, where the Note js worth con- 
ſulting, 

Interim ex Fatalibus Libris, ſays Livy, Sacrificia aliquot 
N facta, inter quæ Gallus et Galla, Græcus et 
Græca, 


4} 

The Greeks, when they came there, not un- 
derſtanding the Phenician Language, according. 
to their fanciful Genius, erected theſe plain 
Craters, theſe Palici, into Divinities, aud made 
them Brothers or Twins. But abhorring human 
Sacrifices, they aboliſhed them, and uſed others 
in their Stead. And this I take to be the true 
Reaſon of the Expreſſion in Virgil, 

 PLACABILIS, ARA PALICI. 


—— but to return to your Preface. _ - 

That Diſcipline in. the early Ages, as you 
ſay, was very ſevere ', I readily. allow. And 
it is nothing more than . what the uncultivated 
State of Mankind, if I may ſo fay, almoſt de- 
manded. Rude, illiterate People, are only to be 


Græca, in Foro Boario ſub Terra vivi demiſſi ſunt in Locum 
Saxo conſeptum, jam ante Hoftiis humanis, minime Romano 
Sacro, imbutum. Lib. xxii. Cap. 57. 

| And accordingly we find in all Governments, where both 
Prince and People were rude, many Inſtances of cruel Puniſh- 
ments. Nebuchadnezzar ordered the three Jewiſh Princes to 
be thrown into a fiery Furnace. Dan. iii. 20. and Zedekiah 
and Ahab to be roaſted alive, Jerem. xxix. 22. Abulfaragius 
in much later times is full of ſuch dreadful Examples. Ses 


particularly his Hit. Dynaſt. pag. 199. 
F reſtrained 
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reſtrained by Terror. Tomas. upon a RY 
fitian of 2 Breach of Chaſtity, Was ordere 
Judah to be burnt · i 


This Severity was owing to to the 8 
mſtance ſhe was under 5 a Widow: For 
Proſtitution, as you obſerve ', was in early 
Times not held to be ſo fifreputable as qt pre⸗ 


Circut 


" Rahab, "who. entertained. Jaſhuah's Spies 5, 
was a Proſtitute, and her Houſe was the only 


Place where, under their Circumſtances, they 


could lodge. But her Occupation then, it ſeems, 


was no Hindrance afterwargds:to. her being mar- 
ried to Salmon, the Father of * the en 
Grandfather of David --.. " 


Women of the ame Profeſſion, in Jn 


ſettled Times of the Hebrew State; were ale 
rated. But then my were not Hebrews * . 80 


m Gen. xxxviii. 24. 

Pag. Ix, See likewiſe what Biſhop Potter hath collected 
on this Subject in his Antiq. Vol. II. pag. 306. &. | 

- ® Joſhuah ii. 1. 


» Ruth, iv. 21. and Matt, i. 5. on which Place ſee Whitby. | 


4 There ſhall be no Whore of the Daughters of Iſrael. 


Deut. xxiii. 17. Do not proſtitute thy Daughter to cauſe her 
to be a Whore, Levit. xix. 29. 


that 


Sg 
— — 
* 
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chat a ffrange Woman, that is a Foreigner, and 
A Proſtitute, in the Book of Proverbs * „ mean 
the ſame thing. And the Harlots that, you 
obſerve, pleaded their Cauſe before Solomon, 
at his firſt Acceſſion to the throne *, were very 
probably Foreigners, tho! ſettled at Jeruſalem. 
There are ſome Inſtances of Severity which 
You have juſt touched upon, and which will 
deſerve ſome particular Notice. For not being 
underſtood, they have been miſinterpreted, or 
miſrepreſented. 
The firſt of theſe is the Expulſion of the 
| ſeven Canaanite Nations, to make Room, as 
ſeems commonly apprehended, for a favourite 
People *. A very partial Conſideration, and, if 
true, hardly reconcilable with our natural No- 
tions of a Supreme Being. 


Say unto Wiſdom, thou art my ſiſter, and call Under. 
ſanding thy Kinſwoman, that they may keep thee from the 
firange Woman, Proverb. vii. 4. And her Occupation is ſeen 
preſently afterwards. For ſhe met the young Man in the 4r- 
tire of an Harlot. Ver. 20. 

* 1 King. iii. 16, 3 

t Whole Nations, you ſay, cut off by unlimited Proſcrip- 
tion, Pag. Ixv. 
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But when we conſider their human Saccificns, 
even thoſe of their own Children their in- 
ceſtuous Marriages , by which they had con- 
founded all "6 Wh and conſequently all the 
Duties ariſing from them, in; the Preſervation 
of which intire the Happineſs of the World is 
ſo intimately concerned, there will appear no 
more Difficulty in the puniſhing them by ance 
ther People *, than in puniſhing a fingle Male- 
fafor by the Hands of a common Executioner. 
And indeed leſs, as the Enormities are greater, 
and of more extenſive Influence. 

We read in our preſent Tranſlation”, that 


Every Abomination to the Lord which he hateth have 
they done unto their Gods; for even their Sons and their 
Daughters have they burnt in the Fire to their Gods. Deut. 
xii. 31. See Le Clerc likewiſe on Levit. xvii, 

See Levit. xvii. the whole Chapter. 

* All theſe Abominations (before recited) have the Men 
of the Land done which were before you, and the Land is 
defiled. Levit. xviii. 27. Speak not in thine Heart after that 
the Lord thy God hath caſt them ont from before thee, ſaying 
for my Righteouſneſs, the Lord hath brought me in to poſſeſs 
this Land, but for the Wickedneſs of theſe Nations the Lord 
doth drive them out from before thee. Deuteron, ix. 4. 

y 1 Sam. xv. 33. 


Samuel 
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Samuel bewed Agag in Pieces. This Expreſſion 
carries with it an Appearance of great Cruelty, 
But the Word Sbaſapb, here made Uſe of, is 
read no where but in this Place. Its preciſe 
Meaning therefore is not known. The LXX 
have only eoPaFi be flew him. And Joſephus *, 
with more Caution, ſays only that he ordered 

him emFevay to be put to Death. 
I am apt to think it was ſomething more, 
and that he ordered him to be quartered. And 
the Reaſon for this ſeems to be given but juſt 
before, and that was in Retaliation for the 
Cruelties he had exerciſed towards other Peo- 
ple *. | | 

As to your other Inſtance *, which is David's 
cruel Treatment of the Ammonites, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that it partly depends on a bad Tranſla- 


2 Antiq. Lib. vi. Cap. vii. 

® Joſephus ſays, towards the Hebrews, Ns ov N Myrigys 
E2gguwy tr. TExv05 odvgic 9 , xa a9 @ aye ren, Ales cduvn- 
reis $4 ore Als Freptore Tyy MnTige. Quemadmodum tu mul- 
tis Hebrzorum Matribus, cæſis earum Filiis, Lamentationem 
et LuQtum excitaſti, ita et tu Matri tuz Dolorem afferes cum 
de Morte tua inaudiverit. Antiq. ut /up. 

d 2 Sam, xii, 31. 


tion. 
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ton. Fer inſtead er potting them nder, it 
Mould be, he ſet chem ar or to Satvs, &c. 
And, inſtead &f making chern pu thriugh, by 
an eafy Miſtake of i () R'for à (% D, which 
ere Letters ſo very much alike, it ſhould be, 
be made them ſervr, that is, He made them 
work at the Biick-Kili. That is, he made 
them his Carprmers and Smiths, and obliged 
them to burn Bricks for him. And this, I 
"Yuppoſe to be Part of thoſe great Preparations 
which he is faid to have made towards the 
Temple, which his Son Solomon built after his 

Death“. 
I think I have now gone through moſt of 
the Articles in your ingenious Preface, which 
ſeemed to afford Matter for Reflections. 1 
have only to deſire that you will look upon 
what hath been here ſaid, not in the Spirit of 
Criticiſm, and finding Fault, but as proceeding 
from that Love of Truth which, you ſay *, © the 
Candid will ever be glad to ſupport.” 

© And ſo the Particle 2 ſignifies in a great V Variety of 


Places. But I have conſidered this Paſſage * in 
another Place. 


* x Chron, xxii. 2, 3. Pag. xii. 


It 
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It was to obviate the Concluſions that might 
be drawn by the unwary, or ill- deſgning, from 
Aſſertions totally void of Truth, or at beſt pre- 
carious, that theſe Remarks were drawn up. 

And I make no doubt but when you come 
to reconſider ſome things, too haſtily advanced, 
from a too great Reliance on the Authority of 
your Bramins, your own good Senſe will direct 
you to reform what in Europe, the moſt en- 
lightened Part of the World, cannot fail of be- 
ing looked on as very exceptionable. 
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AD DE N D 4, &c 


OME 3 
however may, per- 
hips be made in particular Cafes, for Igno- 
rance, blind Affection, Vanity and the like. 
Pag. 9. lin. 1. ng] The firſt Ships ſeem 
to have been of a round Form, as of greater 
Capacity, reſembling ſomewhat the Coracles on 
the River Severn, and thoſe Veſſels that Hero- 
dotus mentions pag. 79. Edit. Gronov. as uſed 
on the Euphrates. This kind of Veſſels ſeems 
to have been called Cymb:a, as we learn from 
Macrobius, Saturnal, Lib. 5. Cap. 21. And 
this gave Occaſion to the Fiction which he 
mentions there, quodantiqua Hiſtoria eſt Her- 
culem Poculo tanquam Navigio, ventis immenſa 


Maria tranſiſſe. In the Hebrew Language the 
| G Word 


Pag. 6. m. 1. Ter 


1 5 J 


word 138 Ani, or Oni, ſignifies a Ship; and in 
the Arabic Uj Ina ſignifies Vas, Receptaculum. 
The Phenician ſeems to have had a great Affi- 
nity with both theſe Languages, and the Greeks 
were fond of catching at ſuch Neb: as 
was ſaid before. 


Pag. 9. lin. 3. defign] A piratical voyage af- 
terwards, conducted by Paris, gave Occaſion to 
the Trojan War, as I ſuppoſe. But there muſt 
have been ſomething more at the Bottom than 
the carrying off the Wife of a petty Prince, and, 
as it appears, with her own Conſent, that could 
engage ſuch numerous Forces, on each Side, in 
the Quarrel. The Scholiaſt on Thucydides, 
pag. 10. Edit. Waſſ. by an eaſy Computation 
makes the number of the Greeks to be 10,2000, 
And when the Trojan Army lay all night on 
the Field of Battle, Homer ſays, Iliad ©. Ver, 
563, that there were 1000 Fires, and at each 
Fire fate 50 Perſons. So that their Forces 
amounted to 50,000. But the farther Proſecu- 
tion of this Subject would require a Diſſertation 
by itſelf. 


Pag. 


| * 

Pag. 9. lin. 16. Solomon's Ship] Read Ships. 
Pag. 14. at the Bottom, inſtead of and read 
Aﬀertions, the firſt Word in the next Page. 
Pag. 16. lin. 22. Law) But Sir Iſaac New- 
ton in his Chronology, pag. 116. ſays, « Thus 
by the Annals of Tyre, and the ancient Pheni- 
cian Hiſtorians, who followed them, Abibalus, 
Alymnus, Cadmus, and Europa fled from Zi- 
don about the ſixteenth Vear of David's Reign.“ 
And this is the moſt probable, as it allows a 
proper Interval between the giving of the Law 
at Mount Sinai, and the Introduction of Letters 
into Greece. | 8 

Pag. 22. lin. 3. Diſlances] I needed only to 
have mentioned the Diſcovery of the Obliquity 
of the Ecliptic, aſcribed to Anaximander, which 
Pliny ſays, Lib. ii. Cap. 8. was Rerum Fores (or 
as Salmaſius corrects the Words) Siderum Or- 
tus fores aperuiſſe. 

Pag. 27. lin. 2. Record] There had been 
another, indeed, before this. But Thucydides, 
from whom we have the Account, mentions 
neither the Time, nor any other Circumſtance 
relating to it. 

7 G 2 Pag. 
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Pag. 41. I. 7. Stead] The. Greeks were not 
unacquainted with Apprehenſions of ſuch i invi- 


Ile Powers. Xenophon in his beautiful Anabafs 
ſays, pag. 305. Edit. Oxon. 4. that in one of 


their Day's March they were troubled with Snow, 


and an exceeding cold Nerth Wind that blew 


directly in their Faces, upon which, roy Mayriay 
Tis em oPayiaraday r Are. One of their 
ſoothſayers ordered them to ſacrifice to the Wind, 
which they did. See likewiſe the Authors cited 


there in the Notes. 
Pag. 43. lin. 6. At Jeruſalem] As to what 


you obſerve in another Place with relation to 


Women hired to dance, who by Profeſſion 
were Proſtitutes, it appears from Ariſtaphanes that 
they were not unknown at Athens in his Time, 
For to engage Bacchus to enter Pluto's Court, 
he introduces the Servant as informing him, 

— — 1 1 AVATTEAS e ov 
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Sed et Tibicina intus eſt pulcherrima, 

Et Saltatrices, et duæ Meretriculæ, 

Aut tres RAN x, Ver. 516. 
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Pag. 44. lin. 9. another People.) The ſame 


Oeconomy of Providence is obſervable with 
regard to the Jewiſh Nation itſelf. Firſt in 


their Deſtruction by Nebueſadnezzar and his 
Chaldeans, and laſtly, more ompleatly by the 
Romans under Titus. g 
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